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zmaher@vt.edu • zmaher.github.io

Education University of Maryland, College Park Aug. 2017 – Jul. 2023
• Ph.D., Neuroscience and Cognitive Science

• Dissertation: “Knowledge and processing of morphosyntactic variation in
African American Language and Mainstream American English”

• Committee: Dr. Jan Edwards (co-chair), Dr. Jared Novick (co-chair), Dr.
Shenika Hankerson, Dr. Colin Phillips, Dr. Charlotte Vaughn, Dr. Jeffrey
Lidz (Dean’s Representative)

Yale University Aug. 2009 – May 2013
• B.A. & M.A., Linguistics (GPA: 3.93, magna cum laude)

• Honors: Phi Beta Kappa, Distinction in the Major

• Thesis: “Opening a Can of Worms: Idiom Flexibility, Decomposability,
and the Mental Lexicon” (Advisor: Maria Piñango)

Academic
Employment

Virginia Tech, Postdoctoral Associate Sept. 2025 – present
• Language Sciences program, Department of English

• Advisor: Abby Walker

Penn State University, NSF-SPRF Postdoctoral Fellow Sept. 2023 – Aug. 2025
• Department of Psychology (ongoing affiliation)

• Advisor: Janet van Hell

External
Fellowships

NSF SBE Postdoctoral Research Fellowship,
“Neurolinguistic mechanisms of grammatical processing across different dialects,”
$160,000 • 2023-2026
NSF Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Award,
“Knowledge and processing of morphosyntactic variation,” $6,999 • 2022-2023
Paula Menyuk Travel Award, BUCLD • 2019
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship, Honorable Mention • 2018
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship • Sept. 2013 – June 2014

Internal
Fellowships

Ann G. Wylie Dissertation Fellowship, $15,000 • 2022
NSF NRT COVID Fellowship, UMD Language Science Center, $25,500 • 2021
NSF NRT Fellowship, UMD Language Science Center • 2019–2020
PULSAR Fellowship, UMD Language Science Center • 2019
Flagship Fellowship, University of Maryland, $50,000 • awarded 2017

Manuscripts Maher, Z., J. Edwards, C. Vaughn, and J. Novick (under revision). Listeners expect
grammatical variation across dialects. Preprint available at https://osf.io/eqvm7.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (in prep). Interpretation of morphosyntactic
variation across groups and speakers.
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Maher, Z., and J.G. van Hell (in prep). The cognition of dialect variation: Adapting
insights and approaches from bilingualism.

Giorio, C., Z. Maher, and J.G. van Hell (in prep). Perceptions of Spanish dialects.

Publications Maher, Z., C. Blomquist, A. Byrd, K. Oppenheimer, E. Terrell Shockley, T.C.
Thonesevanh, C. Mazzei, J. Harring, and J. Edwards (2025). Does a dialect-
shifting curriculum help early readers who speak African American English? Re-
sults from a randomized controlled study. Reading and Writing 38(7), 2109–2129.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11145-024-10576-x

Maher, Z., C. Mazzei, T.C. Thonesevanh, E. Terrell Shockley, and J. Edwards
(2024). Multiple approaches to “appropriateness”: A mixed-methods study of ele-
mentary teachers’ dispositions toward African American Language as they teach a
dialect-shifting curriculum. Reading Research Quarterly 59(3), 468–486.
https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.554

Maher, Z., M. Erskine, A. Byrd, J. Harring, and J. Edwards (2021). African Amer-
ican English and early literacy: A comparison of approaches to quantifying non-
mainstream dialect use. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, 52(1),
118-130. https://doi.org/10.1044/2020 LSHSS-19-00115

Conference
Presentations

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2024). Morphosyntax plays a unique role in
listeners’ expectations about minoritized language. Annual Conference on Human
Sentence Processing. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, MI.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2023). Real-time interpretation of mor-
phosyntactic variation across varieties and listeners. New Ways of Analyzing Vari-
ation. New York, NY.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2023). They know who speak this way:
Knowledge of variation in listeners with different experiences of African American
Language. Annual Conference on Human Sentence Processing. University of Pitts-
burgh. Pittsburgh, PA. Honorable Mention: Gibson/Fedorenko Prize for
young scholars.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2023). Knowledge of variation in subject-
verb agreement in speakers of Mainstream American English. American Dialect
Society Annual Meeting. Denver, CO.

Maher, Z., C. Mazzei, T.C. Thonesevanh, E. Terrell Shockley, and J. Edwards
(2022). Exploring Academic Spaces for Equitable Practices: Elementary Educator
Dispositions Toward African American Language. American Educational Research
Association 2022 Annual Meeting. San Diego, CA. https://doi.org/10.3102/1894097

Maher, Z., C. Mazzei, T.C. Thonesevanh, E. Terrell Shockley, and J. Edwards
(2021). How a dialect-shifting curriculum shapes K-1 teachers’ attitudes toward
language variation: A mixed-methods study. Language, Linguistics, and Life Con-
ference. Temple University, Philadelphia, PA.

Erskine, M., A. Byrd, Z. Maher, K. Oppenheimer, and J. Edwards (2019). Expand-
ing your Toolbox: Strategies to Support Linguistically Diverse Students. American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association Convention. Orlando, FL.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11145-024-10576-x
https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.554
https://doi.org/10.1044/2020_LSHSS-19-00115


Maher, Z. and Edwards, J. (2019). Non-linguistic inhibition predicts lexical inhibi-
tion in 6-7 year-old children. Boston University Conference on Language Develop-
ment. Boston, MA.

Huang, N., Z. Maher, S. Matyiku, and R. Zanuttini (2011). Toward an atlas of
micro-syntactic variation in varieties of English. Linguistic Society of America An-
nual Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA.

Invited
Presentations

Maher, Z. (2025). Linguistics in Society: Folk linguistic knowledge, language ideolo-
gies, and the role of linguistics in social change. Penn State Program in Linguistics
Undergraduate Talk. The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA.

Van Hell, J.G. and Z. Maher (2024). Code-switching in bilingual and bidialectal
speakers. Human Development and Family Studies Workshop. Penn State Scran-
ton, Dunmore, PA.

Maher, Z. Toward a Mechanistic Account of Processing Linguistic Variation (2021).
Language & Cognition Talk, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA.

Huang, N., Z. Maher, S. Matyiku, and R. Zanuttini (2011). Grammatical Diversity
in the US. Friday Lunch Talk, Department of Linguistics, Yale University, New
Haven, CT.

Huang, N., Z. Maher, S. Matyiku, and R. Zanuttini (2011). Toward an atlas of
micro-syntactic variation in varieties of English. Friday Lunch Talk, Department of
Linguistics, Yale University, New Haven, CT.

Posters Maher, Z., and J.G. van Hell (2025). They Was Adjusting to Different Dialects:
An ERP Study of Morphosyntactic Processing Across Dialects and Listeners. Psy-
chonomic Society Annual Meeting. Denver, CO.

Maher, Z. and J.G. van Hell (2025). Measuring passive exposure to African Amer-
ican Language: Developing the Musical Artist Recognition Task. Cognitive neu-
roscience of individual differences in adult language learning: Future directions.
University of Illinois, Chicago, IL.

Maher, Z. and J.G. van Hell (2025). Agreement processing across African American
Language and Dominant American English: An ERP Study. Annual Conference
on Human Sentence Processing. University of Maryland, College Park.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2023). Real-Time Grammatical Interpre-
tation Across Dialects and Listeners. Psychonomic Society Annual Meeting. San
Francisco, CA.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2022). They Was Giving Accurate Judg-
ments: Speakers of Mainstream American English Show Partial Knowledge of Non-
Mainstream Grammar. Psychonomic Society Annual Meeting. Boston, MA.

Byrd, A., Z. Maher, Y.T. Huang, and J. Edwards (2022). Development and Evalu-
ation of a Dialect Experience Questionnaire. Linguistic Society of America Annual
Meeting, Washington, D.C.

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2021). Comprehenders reduce their reliance



on subject-verb agreement when interpreting a less-familiar dialect. Psychonomic
Society Annual Meeting. New Orleans, LA (virtual).

Maher, Z., J. Edwards, and J. Novick (2021). Dialect differences in the comprehen-
sion of agreement in U.S. varieties of English. Architectures and Mechanisms for
Language Processing. Paris, France (virtual).

Maher, Z., M. Erskine, A. Byrd, and J. Edwards (2021). Evaluating the influence
of peers on the acquisition of mainstream forms by children who speak African
American English. Variation in Language Acquisition. Rorschach, Switzerland
(virtual).

Maher, Z. and J. Edwards (2019). Changes in attitudes toward variation in teachers
of a code-switching curriculum. New Ways of Analyzing Variation. Eugene, OR.

Erskine, M., Z. Maher, and J. Edwards (2019). Dialect mismatch influences sentence
not lexical comprehension in young children. Symposium for Research in Child
Language Disorders.

Teaching and
Mentoring

ENGL3134 Gender and Linguistics,
Virginia Tech, Instructor of record scheduled Spring 2026

LING410 Morphology: “Morphology of African American Language”
Penn State University, Guest Lecturer Fall 2024

University of Maryland Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences,
Undergraduate thesis advisor 2022–2023

• Madison Lenhart: “Comprehension of Subject-verb Agreement in Mainstream
American English and African American Language” (2023)

LING460 Diversity and Unity in Human Languages [Intro. Sociolinguistics],
University of Maryland, Instructor of record Spring 2022

HESP 724 Research Design: “Inferential Statistics and Power Analysis”
University of Maryland, Guest Lecturer Spring 2020, 2021

Project RISE, Graduate Student Mentor 2019–2020
• Paid research fellowship for undergraduate students designed to “increase di-
versity in the pool of students who pursue doctoral studies in a broad range
of fields related to language and literacy”

• Partnership between University of Maryland, College Park and Bowie State
University (a Historically Black University)

• Mentored student project on African American Language

• Gave guest lecture on language variation (Summer 2018)

PULSAR, Graduate Fellow Spring, Fall 2019
• Undergraduate language science honors program (“Program for Undergradu-
ate Language Science Ambassadors in Research”) at the University of Mary-
land, College Park

• Met with students twice per semester for mentorship

• Led 1-2 class sessions per semester on topics in research, such as reference
management and crowdsourced studies



ARHU158 Explorations in Arts and Humanities: “The evolution of language has
real world impact”
University of Maryland, Guest Lecturer Fall 2018

Other Service
Activities

Ad hoc Reviewing: Journal of Memory and Language; Mind, Brain, and Edu-
cation; PLOS One

Penn State Center for Language Science,
Language and Linguistics Day Speaker • 2024

• Gave lecture on linguistic diversity to 90 local high school students and their
teachers

• Prepared interactive and facilitated interactive activities analyzing linguistic
data

CUNY Human Sentencing Conference,
UMD Satellite Student Organizer • 2022

• Planned in-person satellite of virtual conference

• Coordinated all food delivery and setup

UMD LSC Winter Storm, Session Organizer • 2020–2021
• Two-week intensive language science professional development program

• Led workshop on using git and github (January 2021)

• Led workshop on eye-tracking data analysis (January 2020)

• Led planning sessions for dialect diversity initiative (January 2020)

UMD Language Science Center (LSC) Policy Committee
Chair • 2018–2020

• Organized initiatives supporting dialect diversity at the University of Mary-
land, College Park

UMD LSC Outreach Committee, Member • 2017–2019
• Co-organized 1-2 activities per year

• Gave demonstrations of language science concepts for school-age children at
large science fair events

UMD Hearing and Speech Faculty Search Committee,
Student Representative 2022–2023

Research
Experience

Bilingualism and Linguistic Diversity Lab • Fall 2023 – present
PI: Dr. Janet van Hell

• Secured independent National Science Foundation postdoctoral grant ($160,000,
<30 awarded nationally across all social sciences)

• Lead multiple electroencephalography (EEG) experiments through design, im-
plementation, analysis, and dissemination

• Developed new testing instrument to objectively assess exposure to African
American Language

• Manage undergraduate research assistants

• Provide lab tutorials on research tools (e.g., R, Quarto/RMarkdown, git/Github,
Praat scripting, forced alignment)

https://bild.la.psu.edu/


Cognition and Language Processing Lab • Fall 2019 – Summer 2023
PI: Dr. Jared Novick

• Mentored undergraduate honors thesis

• Supported collaborative experiments on the relationship between cognitive
control and language processing

Learning to Talk Lab • Fall 2017 – Summer 2023
PI: Dr. Jan Edwards

• Led multiple projects as part of school-based randomized controlled study on
the efficacy of the ToggleTalk dialect-shifting curriculum

• Designed dialect assessment to evaluate student progress

• Trained and managed coding team for dialect assessment

• Led project on teachers’ language attitudes, including formation of research
questions, design of surveys and qualitative interviews, and data analysis

• Created and maintained project repository on Github; wrote data manage-
ment and analysis scripts in R

• Administered assessments to students in schools

• Published 3 first-authored journal articles about ToggleTalk project

Yale Grammatical Diversity Project • Fall 2010 – Spring 2013
PI: Dr. Raffaella Zanuttini

• Created the first centralized reference for grammatical variation in North
American English

• Wrote review articles about phenomena including positive anymore and needs
washed

• Developed user guide for the database’s web interface

Pittsburgh Science of Learning Center, Research Assistant • Summer 2012
• Reviewed literature and developed an experimental paradigm for a psychology
of reading project under the direction of Dr. Charles Perfetti at the University
of Pittsburgh’s Learning Research and Development Center; analyzed and
presented pilot study data

• Participated in weekly seminars on education, psychology, linguistics, and
technology

Employment
Experience

Newark Charter School Fund • Sept. 2015 – July 2017
Quality Schools Analyst • July 2016 – July 2017

• Formed organizational data strategy, applied for grant funding, and developed
data partnerships

• Wrote organizational strategic plan based on consultant input

Program Associate & Education Pioneers Analyst Fellow • Sept. 2015 – June 2016
• Managed a $1.5 million grant portfolio, performed due diligence research,
and presented to board focusing on special education and board governance
support for the Newark charter sector

• Maintained student enrollment and achievement datasets through collabora-
tion with a third party data vendor, the state, the local school district, and
charter schools

https://sites.google.com/site/jaredmnovick/
http://learningtotalk.umd.edu/
http://microsyntax.sites.yale.edu/
http://microsyntax.sites.yale.edu/positive-anymore
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http://microsyntax.sites.yale.edu/positive-anymore
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• Analyzed data for reporting and publication

• Cultivated partnerships to grow a high-quality charter sector in Newark

Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, Life Together Fellow • 2014 – 2015
• Coordinated a prisoner mentoring program and other outreach initiatives for
the Episcopal Chaplaincy at Harvard and Christ Church Cambridge

• Lived in an intentional community and received training in social justice and
nonprofit work, including community organizing, fundraising, and combating
oppression

The Fulbright Program, English Teaching Assistant • Sept. 2013 – June 2014
• Taught and assistant-taught English courses (gr. 3–10) to German students
and recent immigrants at a special education school in Berlin for students
with conduct disorders

Yale Student Technology Collaborative • Jan. 2010 – May 2013
• Coordinator (Jan. 2011 – May 2013): Managed the eight student techs in the
Saybrook residential college; maintained computer cluster; performed Dell
warranty hardware repairs

• Student Technologist (Jan. – Dec. 2010): Provided technical support for fellow
students

Skills Language: English (native), German (fluent)
Research Methods: Eye-tracking, electroencephalography (EEG),

behavioral methods, survey design, qualitative interviews
Statistical Methods: Multiple regression, mixed-effects models,

cluster-based permutation analysis, factor analysis,
generalized additive mixed models, Bayesian approaches

Research Software: R, MATLAB, Prolific, Amazon Mechanical Turk, Qualtrics,
Praat, E-prime, IBEX with PennController

Computer: Git/GitHub, LATEX, command line, Microsoft Access,
advanced troubleshooting & hardware repair

Music: Cello, Voice (Bass II)

http://www.lifetogethercommunity.org/
http://its.yale.edu/centers/student-technology-collaborative

